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SUMMARY 


Of  Expenditures  from  April  1, 

1849,  to  Aprift,  1850. 

Meat  and  Fish, 

$2,669 

14 

Bread  Stuffs,  .... 

,  , 

.  2,075 

60 

Butter  and  cheese,  . 

•  •  • 

1,523 

96 

Groceries,  fruit,  eggs  and  milk, 

.  . 

1,691 

76 

Furniture  and  bedding, 

. 

1,462 

11 

Wood,  coal  and  lights, 

• 

1,692 

10 

Repairs  and  improvements, 

. 

2,361 

90 

Clothing  for  patients,  to  be  repaid, 

. 

1,577 

80 

Medicine,  wine,  porter,  &c., 

•  •  • 

.  589 

16 

Feed,  straw  and  vegetables,  . 

,  • 

735 

09 

Wages  of  attendants,  domestics,  and  farm  labor, 

4,208 

13 

Advance  payments  refunded, 

. 

277 

60 

Stock,  oxen  and  cows, 

•  •  • 

.  289 

50 

Assessments  on  property  in  Buffalo, 

.  . 

138 

25 

Printing,  ..... 

. 

.  134 

43 

Books,  ..... 

.  . 

50 

25 

Sundry  bills  paid  by  Managers, 

. 

.  36 

15 

Salaries,  ..... 

.  . 

.  4,004 

86 

Insurance,  .... 

•  •  • 

.  216 

00 

Incidentals  paid  by  Steward, 

• 

64 

70 

$25,798 

49 

Amount  of  orders  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  from 


April  1,  1849,  to  April  1,  1850,  $25,591  69 

Due  the  Steward  this  date,  516  95 
Due  “  April  1,  1849,  310  15 


Hartford,  April  1,  1850. 


$206  80 

-  $25,798  49 


A.  M.  COLLINS, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


THE 

TWENTY- SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT, 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  AND  PHYSICIAN 

OF  THE 

RETREAT  FOR  TIE  INSANE, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1850. 


The  undersigned  respectfully  submits  to  the  Board  of  Direct¬ 
ors  of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  his  Report  for  the  twenty-sixth 
year  of  its  operations. 

F or  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  under  your  fostering 
care  and  direction,  the  Retreat  has  gone  on  prosperously  in  its 
work  of  humanity  and  mercy.  Embarrassed  in  its  origin  by 
its  scanty  means,  which  have  ever  been  too  narrow  for  the 
broad  field  of  usefulness  within  its  range  ;  receiving  since  its 
commencement  but  little  extraneous  aid,  and  now  dependent 
for  its  support  solely  upon  the  income  from  its  inmates,  we  must 
trace  the  success  which  has  marked  its  progress,  and  its  large 
measure  of  public  confidence,  to  the  smiles  of  an  ever  watchful 
and  beneficent  Providence,  blessing  the  earnest  efforts  which 
have  been  made  to  diffuse  its  benefits  as  widely  as  possible,  and 
to  carry  out  into  efficient  operation  the  philanthropic  princi¬ 
ples  of  its  founders. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  admitted  since  the  opening  of 
the  institution  in  1824,  is  over  two  thousand,  of  whom  more 
than  one  thousand  have  recovered.  After  making  a  liberal  de¬ 
duction  for  the  number  of  those  who  have  relapsed  and  been  re¬ 
admitted,  a  large  number  remain,  who  have  found  within  these 
walls  entire  relief  from  a  grave  malady,  and  have  gone  out  from 
them,  to  enjoy  the  blessings  of  renovated  health.  We  cannot 
rightly  measure  such  results  thus  viewed  in  the  mass  ;  to  be 
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able  correctly  to  appreciate  the  truth,  we  must  take  a  single 
case  of  acute  mania,  as  it  is  presented  within  the  family  circle  - 
we  must  go  to  the  home  and  view  the  sufferings  both  of  friends 
and  patient ; — the  anxiety,  alarm,  and  embarrassment  of  the 
family,  amid  the  apprehensions  of  the  case,  and  the  doubt  and 
uncertainty  as  to  the  best  source  of  relief,  aggravated  by  the 
consciousness  of  the  increasing  peril  of  the  patient  from  the  ne¬ 
cessarily  inefficient  treatment,  and  perhaps  from  sufferings  in¬ 
duced  by  the  forcible  restraints,  which  the  violence  of  the  par¬ 
oxysm  have  rendered  necessary,  and  then  compare  this  pale  and 
frantic  sufferer  with  the  cheerful  and  healthful  convalescent 
and  multiply  all  by  hundreds  or  tens  of  hundreds,  and  we  may 
approximate  to  the  correct  result. 


Males.  Females. 

Total. 

The  whole  number  of  patients  in  the  Retreat  at  the 

61 

60 

'  75 

133 

135 

beginning  of  the  year  was  .... 

Admitted  during  the  year . 

Total  number  in  the  course  of  the  year, 

121 

147 

268 

Of  this  number  there  have  been  discharged,  Recovered, 

17 

47 

64 

Much  Improved, 

4 

9 

13 

Improved, 

7 

4 

ii 

Not  Improved, 

3 

4 

7 

Died,  . 

17 

13 

30 

Total  discharged  during  the  year, 

48 

77 

125 

Remaining  in  the  Retreat  April  1,  1850, 

73 

70 

143 

Whole  number  admitted  up  to  April  1,  1850, 

Whole  number  discharged  during  same  period. 

2032 

Recovered, . 

Improved,  . . 

Died,  .  . . 185 

Whole  number  remaining,  .  .  .  ■  • 

73 

70 

1889 

143 

2032 

TABLE  I. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS, 


FOR  THE  LAST  SEVEN  YEARS. 


1843-4 

1844-5 

1845-6 

l 

o 

00 

tH 

1847-8 

1848-9 

i  1819-50 

Cases  admitted,  .... 

80 

105 

128 

111 

93 

133 

135 

Discharged  and  died, 

86 

85 

115 

109 

89 

122 

125 

Daily  average  number  for  the  year, 

84 

97 

121 

127 

127 

141 

143 

Greatest  number  in  Retreat  on  any  day, 

111 

105 

132 

144 

143 

153 

155 

Least  “  “  “ 

78 

82 

103 

116 

116 

122 

131 

Whole  number  in  Retreat  during  the  year, 

169 

188 

231 

227 

211 

255 

268 

Remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year, 

83 

103 

116 

118 

122 

133 

143 
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TABLE  II. 

MONTHLY  ADMISSIONS  AND  DISCHARGES,  AND  DAILY  AVERAGE  FOR  EACH  MONTH 
OF  THE  YEAR  1849-50. 


I 


MONTH. 


[April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
‘October,  . 
November, 
December, 
January,  . 
February, 
March, 

I 

Total, 


Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Average. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

1 

d 

s 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

2 

11 

13 

3 

3 

6 

00 

76 

136 

5 

6 

11 

4 

8 

12 

60 

79 

139 

7 

7 

14 

4 

6 

10 

62 

78 

140 

9 

11 

20 

2 

7 

9 

68 

80 

148 

4 

6 

10 

7 

13 

20 

68 

77 

145 

5 

5 

10 

4 

9 

13 

67 

73 

140 

4 

7 

11 

4 

1 

5 

68 

76 

144 

5 

9 

14 

4 

5 

9 

69 

78 

147 

5 

1 

6 

3 

7 

10 

70 

78 

148 

5 

3 

8 

3 

4 

7 

72 

75 

147 

4 

3 

7 

0 

3 

3 

74 

74 

148 

5 

6 

11 

10 

11 

21 

72 

72 

144 

60 

75  | 

135 

48 

77 

125 

;DaiIy  average  for  the  year,  67  males,  78  females,  total  143. 


TABLE  III. 

MONTHLY  ADMISSION  OF  PATIENTS  FROM  THE  OPENING 

1,  1824. 


OF  THE  RETREAT  APRIL 


April, 

Males, 

71 

May, 

Females, 

82—153 

Males, 

99 

June, 

Females, 

102—201 

Males, 

99 

Females, 

114—213 

July, 

Males, 

100 

Females, 

120—220 

August, 

Males, 

94 

Females, 

108—202 

September, 

Males, 

84 

Females, 

103—187 

October, 

Males, 

75 

Females, 

84—159 

November, 

Males, 

83  - 

Females, 

70—153 

December, 

Males, 

74 

Females, 

53—133 

January, 

Males 

74 

Females, 

77—151 

February, 

Males, 

70 

Females, 

45—115 

Mareh, 

Males, 

79 

Females, 

66—145 

Total, 

Males, 

1002 

Females, 

1030—2032 

We  began  the  year  with  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pa¬ 
tients  ,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  have  since  been  admitted, 
making  our  whole  number  for  the  year  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  discharged,  sixty- 
four  had  recovered,  twenty-four  had  more  or  less  improved, 
seven  were  not  improved,  being  old  and  hopeless  cases,  and 
thirty  have  died. 

The  present  number  in  the  Retreat  is  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three,  seventy-three  males  and  seventy  females.  The  daily 
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/average  of  the  different  sexes  has  been  more  nearly  equal  the 
past  year,  than  for  several  previous  years. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  table  of  General  Statistics* 
that  the  number  of  admissions,  the  daily  average  for  the  year, 
the  number  remaining,  &c.  &c.  exceed  those  of  any  previous 
year,  the  yearly  average  being  nearly  double  what  it  was  seven 
years  since. 

The  number  of  recoveries  is  larger  than  that  of  any  previous 
year  excepting  the  last,  and  this  number  would  have  been  in¬ 
creased  by  the  addition  of  several  cases  from  among  those  re¬ 
ported  above  as  more  or  less  improved,  but  for  their  ill  advised 
and  premature  removal  from  the  Institution. 

Two  thousand  and  thirty-two  patients  have  been  admitted 
since  the  opening  of  the  Retreat,  in  1824,  of  whom  one  thou¬ 
sand  and  thirty  were  females,  making  an  excess  of  only  twenty- 
eight  more  females  than  males. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  eighty-nine  have  been  discharged,  of 
whom  one  thousand  and  seventy-six,  or  fifty-six  per  cent,  have 
recovered,  and  one  hundred  and  eighty-five,  or  nine  per  cent, 
have  died. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  been  unusually 
large,  considerably  exceeding  that  of  any  previous  year. 

During  the  months  of  August  and  September,  we  were  visit¬ 
ed  by  the  same  malarious  influence  which  pervaded  the  valley 
of  the  Connecticut,  as  well  as  most  other  sections  of  our  coun¬ 
try.  Though  spared  by  a  merciful  Providence  from  the  ravages 
of  the  cholera,  [not  a  case  of  which  has  ever  occurred  in  the 
Institution,]  we  had  a  large  number  of  cases  of  diarrhea  and 
■dysentery ;  the  former  yielded  readily  to  treatment  in  nearly 
every  case,  and  was  fatal  in  none,  while  the  latter  appeared  in 
a  very  severe  and  malignant  form,  and  was  very  difficult  of 
control.  It  proved  fatal  in  the  cases  of  eight  patients  and  one 
attendant.  The  whole  number  of  cases  among  the  patients 
was  forty-seven;  twenty-two  females,  of  whom  four  died,  and 
twenty -five  males,  of  whom  four,  also,  died.  Among  the  attend¬ 
ants  there  were  eight  cases,  of  whom  one  died. 

At  di  fferent  times  during  the  year  or  two  past,  an  epidemic 
erysipelas  has  prevailed  in  this  city  and  vicinity,  in  a  form  oj 
unusual  severity.  With  a  single  exception,  in  the  month  o 
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July  last,  no  cases  have  occurred  in  the  Retreat  until  last  Janu¬ 
ary,  during  which  and  the  two  following  months  we  had  twelve 
cases,  of  whom  six  died.  All  of  these  were  old  and  incurable 
cases,  and  with  a  single  exception,  were  the  most  infirm  and  de¬ 
bilitated  patients  in  the  Institution 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  deaths  from  epidemic  disease, 
there  have  been  fifteen  others,  (about  the  usual  proportion  of 
preceding  years,)  from  the  following  diseases  ;  two  of  consump¬ 
tion,  three  of  general  debility,  two  of  general  paralysis,  and  one 
each  of  apoplexy,  old  age,  paralysis,  marasmus,  disease  of  heart, 
chronic  diarrhea,  and  dropsy,  and  one  ol  exhaustion,  an  acute 
case  complicated  with  febrile  disease,  and  aggravated  by  the  fa¬ 
tigue  of  travelling,  an  unfit  case  for  the  Institution. 

Of  all  the  preceding  deaths,  only  six  were  of  recent  cases, 
and  one  of  them  was  admitted,  as  just  mentioned,  in  a  state  of 
hopeless  prostration.  In  the  other  cases  insanity  had  been  of 
so  long  duration  that  no  hope  could  be  entertained  of  their 
restoration. 

I  cannot  pass  this  subject  without  expressing  my  grateful  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  the  Board  of  Medical  Visitors,  especially  to 
Doctors  Rogers  and  Grant,  for  their  unwearied  kindness  and 
attention,  in  their  frequent  visits  to  the  Retreat,  and  for  the 
cheerful  readiness  with  which  they  ever  responded  to  our  calls 
upon  them,  (even  when  engrossed  by  their  own  professional 
duties,)  not  only  during  the  prevalence  of  the  dysentery,  &c. 
but  at  other  times. 

Early  in  January  I  had  the  misfortune  to  fracture  my  limb 
near  the  ankle  joint.  This  disaster,  from  which  I  have  not  yet 
entirely  recovered,  prevented  me  from  visiting  the  Retreat  for 
several  weeks,  and  rendered  me  dependent  for  the  due  fulfil¬ 
ment  of  many  duties,  upon  these  medical  friends.  The  proofs 
of  professional  sympathy  and  kindness  which  I  received,  were 
most  gratifying  to  me,  and  will  never  be  erased  from  my  mem¬ 
ory. 

In  all  other  respects  than  those  above  enumerated,  the  year 
has  been  a  prosperous  one ;  the  Institution  has  gone  on  in  a 
quiet,  harmonious  and  successful  manner. 
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TABLE  IV. 


PROBABLE  CAUSE  OF  DISEASE  IN  THE  CASES  ADMITTED  THIS  YEAR, 


Undue  mental  effort, 

4 

Domestic  affliction,  . 

2 

Hard  work, 

.  17 

Disappointment, 

3 

Ill  health, 

.  36 

Pecuniary  embarrassment. 

1 

Loss  of  Property, 

1 

Fear,  .... 

6 

Intemperance,  . 

3 

Grief,  .... 

1 

Masturbation, 

3 

Ridicule  of  shopmates, 

1 

Loss  of  friends, 

3 

California  excitement, 

1 

Turn  of  life. 

1 

Unknown, 

.  44 

Injury, 

2 

— 

Religious  excitement, 

, 

3 

135 

Domestic  trouble. 

- 

3 

TABLE  V. 


OCCUPATION, 


Farmers, 

Males. 

18 

Domestic  Pursuits,  , 

Females. 

33 

Laborers, 

.  , 

7 

Farmer’s  wives, 

10 

Clerks, 

.  7 

Merchant’s  wives. 

2 

School  boys. 

3 

Wife  of  clergyman, 

1 

Students, 

2 

“  “  laborer. 

1 

Merchants, 

4 

“  “  sea  captain, 

1 

Mechanics, 

4 

“  “  weaver, 

1 

Joiners  and  Carpenters,  . 

5 

“  “  cabinet  maker, 

1 

Shoe  makers,  . 

2 

Farmer’s  daughters, 

7 

Tailor, 

1 

Clergyman’s  daughter 

1 

Miller, 

1 

School  girls, 

3 

Sea  captains,  . 

2 

Factory  girl, 

1 

Lawyer,  . 

i 

Milliners  and  mantua  makers. 

3 

Physician, 

i 

Needlework, 

1 

No  occupation, 

2 

Tailoresses, 

2 

60 

Teacher, 

No  occupation, 

1 

6 

75 

TABLE  VI. 


AGES  AT  TIME  OF  ADMISSION,  AND  AT  THE  TIME  OF  FIRST  ATTACK. 


Age. 

When  admitted. 

When  first  attacked. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  15  years, 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

5 

From  15  to  20  years, 

7 

6 

13 

8 

9 

17 

“  20  to  25 

66 

7 

11 

18 

9 

16 

25 

“  25  to  30 

6( 

5 

12 

17 

5 

12 

17 

“  30  to  35 

66 

11 

14 

25 

7 

7 

14 

“  35  to  40 

(6 

5 

7 

12 

4 

11 

15 

“  40  to  45 

66 

10 

3 

13 

3 

4 

7 

“  45  to  50 

66 

7 

9 

16 

1 

4 

5 

“  50  to  60 

66 

3 

9 

12 

2 

3 

5 

“  60  to  70 

66 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

3 

“  70  to  SO 

66 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

Unknown, 

14 

6 

20 

Total, 

60 

75 

135 

60 

75 

135 
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TABLE  VII. 


DURATION  OF  DISEASE ■  WHEN  THE  PATIENTS  WERE  ADMITTED. 


Duration. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Less  than  one  month,  ..... 

18 

22 

40 

From  one  to  three  months,  .... 

14 

15 

29 

“  three  to  six  “  .... 

3 

5 

8 

“  six  to  twelve  “  .... 

10 

10 

20 

“  one  year  to  two  years, 

1 

8 

9 

“  two  years  to  three  years, 

1 

3 

4 

“  three  years  to  five  “  . 

2 

5 

7 

“  five  years  to  ten  “  . 

8 

2 

10 

“  ten  years  to  twenty  years, 

1 

5 

6 

Unknown, . 

2 

0 

2 

Total,  ....... 

60 

75 

135 

TABLE  VIII. 


CIVIL  CONDITION. 


Civil  Condition. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Married,  ....... 

18 

28 

46 

Single, . 

38 

35 

73 

Widowed, . 

4 

12 

16 

Total,  ...... 

60 

75 

135 

TABLE  IX. 


NUMBER  OF  ATTACKS  AND  ADMISSIONS. 


Number  of  Attacks. 

|  Males. 

C0 

£ 

*3 

S 

q 

fe 

Total. 

N’mber  of  Admissions. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1st  Attack, 

31 

49 

80 

1st  Admission, 

52 

63 

115 

2d 

10 

15 

25 

2d 

6 

10 

16 

3d  “ 

2 

3 

5 

3d 

0 

2 

2 

4th  “ 

2 

1 

3 

4th 

2 

0 

2 

Several, 

12 

6 

18 

Unknown, 

3 

1 

4 

Total, 

60 

75 

135 

Total, 

60 

75 

135 

12 


TABLE  X. 


AGES  OF  PATIENTS  DISCHARGED  RECOVERED. 


Ages. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  20  years, . 

1 

3 

4 

From  20  to  25  years, . 

2 

12 

14 

“  25  to  30  “ . 

0 

5 

5 

“  30  to  35  “ . 

2 

8 

10 

“  35  to  40  “ . 

3 

5 

8 

“  40  to  45  “ . 

4 

5 

9 

“  45  to  50  “ . 

1 

3 

4 

“  50  to  60  “ 

3 

1 

4 

“  60  to  70  “ . 

1 

3 

4 

Unknown,  ...... 

2 

2 

Total,  ....... 

17 

47 

64 

TABLE  XI. 

LENGTH  OF  TIME  THAT  THE  PATIENTS  REMAINING  APRIL  1,'  1849,  HAVE  BEEN  IN 

THE  RETREAT. 


For  the  details  of  the  management  and  arrangement  of  the 
Institution,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  previous  Reports.  I  have 
this  year,  for  various  reasons,  restricted  myself  in  this  Report  to 
the  narrowest  limits  of  the  requirement  of  the  Board,  omitting, 
for  the  present  at  least,  any  consideration  upon  the  general 
subject  of  insanity. 

In  a  community  where  the  whole  subject  of  insanity  is  fairly 
understood,  and  the  best  methods  for  its  prevention  and  remedy 
are  correctly  appreciated,  and  ample  provision  is  made  lor  all 
the  insane,  reports  of  lunatic  hospitals  cease  to  be  ol  interest 
or  importance  ;  but  in  all  communities  where  this  rare  and  de¬ 
sirable  state  of  things  does  not  exist,  and  where  the  public  mind 
requires  to  be  aroused  and  elevated  towards  such  high  attain- 
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ments,  we  have  no  means  which  may  compare  in  efficiency  with 
the  annual  reports  of  hospitals,  carrying  with  them,  as  they  do, 
a  personal  and  local  interest  into  so  many  neighborhoods. 
Volumes  upon  insanity  will  be  neither  read  nor  circulated,  and 
essays  in  the  newspapers  are  too  often  transient  in  their  inter¬ 
est,  and  are  rarely  preserved  for  reference. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  our  obligations  to  those  of 
our  friends  who,  during  the  year,  have  evinced  their  kind  inter¬ 
est  in  our  welfare  by  various  gifts  and  tokens  of  regard,  such  as 
books,  prints,  files  of  newspapers,  and  lectures  on  various  sub¬ 
jects,  &c.  &c. 

Our  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Art  Union  in  New  York,  for  the  very  liberal  dona¬ 
tion  of  an  entire  series  of  the  beautiful  engravings  of  that  admi¬ 
rable  Association.  These  valuable  prints  have  been  neatly 
framed,  and  now  form  beautiful  and  much  esteemed  ornaments 
of  different  apartments  in  the  Institution.  We  are  also  under 
obligations  to  our  friend  A.  A.  Thompson,  Esq.  of  New  Haven, 
for  a  large  and  fine  print. 

We  acknowledge  the  reception  from  A.  M.  Collins,  Esq.  of  a 
series  of  maps  illustrating  the  various  missionary  stations  in 
different  parts  of  the  world ;  also,  of  handsome  cushions  for  all 
the  seats  in  the  chapel,  and  of  a  cushioned  arm  chair  for  the 
pulpit.  In  a  note  addressed  to  him  by  a  committee  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  they  “  tender  unitedly  their  thanks  for  the  repeated  in¬ 
stances  of  interest  expressed  by  him  in  their  comfort  and  wel¬ 
fare.  For  the  late  acquisition  to  our  chapel  of  cushions  and 
chair,  we  are  indebted  to  the  same  kind  hand,  and  add  our  sin¬ 
cere  gratitude  for  these  favors,  which  while  they  afford  individ¬ 
ual  comfort,  contribute  much  to  the  good  appearance  of  our 
chapel,  and  conduce  to  enliven  and  cheer  us.  Consoled  by  your 
kindness,  you  have  the  heartfelt  wishes  of  us  all.” 

The  New  Haven  Palladium,  Boston  Olive  Branch,  Norwich 
Courier,  New  London  Chronicle,  and  the  Hartford  Daily  Times 
and  Courant  have  been  constant  and  welcome  visitors  to  our 
halls.  We  are  always  happy  to  express  our  thanks  for  such  gifts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  S.  BUTLER. 

Retreat  for  the  Insane,  Hartford,  April  1,  1850. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHAPLAIN. 


The  retrospect  of  another  year  claims  our  acknowledgments 
of  devout  gratitude  to  God,  for  his  guardian  care  over  the  Re¬ 
treat  in  all  its  interests  and  concerns. 

Especially  would  I  feel  this  in  the  department  with  which,  as 
Chaplain,  I  am  more  immediately  connected.  With  but  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  arising  principally  from  ill  health,  my  labors  from  day 
to  day  have  kept  on  their  accustomed  course,  filling  up,  as  they 
now  do,  a  period  of  nearly  twelve  years. 

These  labors  have  their  encouragement  and  reward.  They 
have  made  me  familiar  with  hundreds  of  individuals,  whose 
afflicted  condition,  while  shutting  them  out  from  the  usual  occu¬ 
pations,  privileges,  and  enjoyments  of  the  intelligent  and  busy 
world  around  them,  has  not,  in  most  instances,  rendered  their 
minds  impervious  to  the  influence  of  moral  and  religious  truth, 
nor  their  hearts  unapproachable  by  the  kind  offices  of  Christian 
sympathy  and  love. 

How  many  torpid  sensibilities  have  I  seen  awakened,  to  re¬ 
spond  to  the  impressions  of  the  fair,  the  beautiful,  and  the  good; 
how  many  consciences  aroused  to  a  sense  of  the  right  and  the 
wrong,  so  as  to  produce  the  power  of  self-control  and  of  proper 
conduct ;  how  many  slumbering  domestic  and  social  affections 
kindled  up  into  their  former  activity ;  how  many  religious  de¬ 
spondencies,  sometimes  deepening  into  despair,  changed  into 
the  serenity  of  Christian  hope  ;  how  many  suicidal  designs  for¬ 
ever  abandoned,  because  life  had  become  a  pleasure  instead  of 
a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne  ;  how  many  prayers  revived  on 
the  altars  of  private  and  public  devotion ;  how  many  kindly 
charities  of  the  soul  breathing  forth,  once  more,  in  deeds  of  self- 
denying  beneficence. 
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Such  results,  under  the  influence  of  the  truths  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Gospel,  brought  to  bear,  carefully  and  wisely,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  other  means  employed  for  their  cure,  upon  the 
insane,  should  lead  us  to  inquire  whether  we  have  reached  the 
full  measure  of  this  influence,  and  whether  it  may  not  be  safely 
and  beneficially  increased.  It  may  yet  be  found  to  have  an 
efficacy  in  aiding  to  restore  the  balance  of  a  deranged  mind, 
which  will,  at  no  distant  period,  constitute  another  illustrious 
triumph  of  the  religion  of  Christ.  Sound  philosophy,  as  well  as 
religious  duty,  demand  that  it  should  be  tested  and  employed  to 
the  entire  extent  of  its  successful  application. 

The  devotional  exercises  on  the  Sabbath  and  the  other  days 
of  the  week,  in  our  very  appropriate  and  inviting  Chapel,  have 
been  attended,  as  usual,  by  the  officers  and  inmates  of  the  In¬ 
stitution.  None  can  witness  them  without  perceiving  their 
salutary  effect,  in  the  good  order,  seriousness,  and  apparent  de¬ 
vout  spirit,  which,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  prevail  through¬ 
out  the  assembly.  We  always  find,  too,  among  the  patients 
and  attendants  those  who  are  able  to  take  a  part  in  the  music 
of  the  sanctuary,  the  soothing  influence  of  which,  and,  I  ought 
to  add,  its  power  to  raise  the  thoughts  and  affections  heaven¬ 
ward,  contribute,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  beneficial  results  of 
our  religious  exercises. 

In  conducting  these  exercises,  as  well  as  in  my  daily  inter¬ 
course  with  the  patients,  and  the  discharge  of  the  other  duties 
devolving  upon  me,  I  have  once  more  to  acknowledge  the  obli¬ 
gations  that  I  am  under  to  all  connected  with  the  Retreat,  for 
the  uniform  kindness  and  respect  which  they  have  continued  to 
show  me. 

T.  H.  GALLAUDET. 

Hartford,  April  1st,  1850. 


TERMS  OF  ADMISSION  TO  THE  RETREAT. 


For  patients  belonging  to  this  State,  with 

the  usual  accomodations,  .  .  .  $3  00  per  week. 

For  those  belonging  to  other  States,  .  $3.50  per  week. 

If  extra  accomodations  and  attendance  are  desired,  they 
will  be  furnished  at  an  additional  charge. 

For  patients  belonging  to  this  State,  with 
accomodations  in  the  center  building, 

and  a  separate  attendant,  .  .  $10.00  per  week. 

For  those  belonging  to  other  States,  .  $12  00  per  week. 

No  patient  to  be  admitted  for  a  shorter  term  than  three 
months,  and  payment  for  that  term  to  be  made  in  advance. 

For  the  admission  of  patients,  apply  to  either  of  the  Mana¬ 
gers,  or  to  the  Superintendent. 


Note — Should  any  individual,  residing  within  the  State,  who  may  receive  this  Report  know 
of  any  insane  person  in  his  neighborhood  or  town,  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  an  act  of 
great  kindness,  by  taking  an  interest  in  the  case,  and  giving  the  friends  of  the  sufferer  such 
counsel  and  information  as  the  circumstances  require.  Prompt  attention  to  such  cases  fur¬ 
nishes  the  principal,  and  often  the  only  hope  of  restoration.  Sometimes,  the  friends  of  the 
insane  seem  to  be  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  Where  there  is  need  of  aid  from  the  Slate,  in  order  to 
send  the  insane  person  to  the  Retreat,  application  should  be  made  to  the  Governor,  with  satis¬ 
factory  certificates  of  this  need  and  of  the  insanity  of  the  individual. 
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